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MONDAY SUNRISE WOWS 











Monday, Dec. 14 began with a beautiful sunrise. The red color is an indication there 
is a high water content in the atmosphere. It snowed most of the day, but it did not 
accumulate. TURLEY PUBLICATION COURTESY PHOTO BY BARBARA KEMPSKI 
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By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — The Quabbin 
Regional School District Com- 
mittee heard the annual audit 
review from Powers & Sulli- 
van at its last Thursday night 
Zoom meeting. 

Craig Peacock, partner 
in Powers & Sullivan, said, 
“COVID-19 complicated au- 
dits this year for all our cli- 
ents.” Although using the same 
audit firm, the Quabbin district 
worked with a new team this 
year. Partner Richard Sullivan, 
who along with his team, did 
the audit for years, retired. 

Peacock said his team re- 
viewed the activity accounts at 
the middle and high school. He 
said, “He was was happy with 
the control of the funds, but 
had some recommendations.” 
He found no irregularities at 
all. He recommended enhanc- 
ing accounting practices by 
adding checking accounts and 
expenditures be part of the 
warrant system. Currently, the 
activity funds had savings ac- 
counts and were handled at the 
principal level. 

He said this type of accounts 
had a high fraud rate of 80%. 
He said all dollars in the Quab- 
bin activity accounts looked 
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Audit gets ‘clean’ opinion 


at were proper or expended 
correctly with no unallowable 
costs. He said he could find 
no documentation of school 
committee approval for a trip 
to Washington D.C., which got 
cancelled. School committee 
member Richard Allan ques- 
tioned the lack of approval of 
the trip as the committee ap- 
proved all school trips. 

Since the Quabbin district 
received over $750,000 in fed- 
eral funds, his team found all 
requested documents required 
and had no finding. The dis- 
trict received $711,000 for spe- 
cial education as well as federal 
meals and CARES Act funds. 
He said the district had an un- 
modified opinion and handling 
the funds were in compliance 
with all federal requirements. 

Powers & Sullivan conduct- 
ed the audit mostly remotely 
about 90%. The firm had a se- 
cure portal, which the district’s 
finance team scanned and up- 
loaded all documentation to 
the portal. Peacock said he 
was impressed with detail of 
finance team conducted 1n real 
team. The school team sup- 
plied all answers to questions 
in timely fashion. He gave the 
district an unmodified opinion 
—a clean opinion, which is the 
best one can get. 
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He said Other Post Employ- 
ment Benefits was a liability. 
The district has been putting 
money aside to fund this. He 
said other districts were not 
doing this. Currently, OPEB 1s 
not a mandate, but could be at 
some point. He recommended 
the school district add some 
extra funds to OPEB. Peacock 
said he would not give a report 
like this unless it was warrant- 
ed. The school committee vot- 
ed to accept the FY 20 audit 
review. 


Student advisory council 

Eighth grader Matthew 
Ericson reported to the com- 
mittee about how the school 
year was going. He said over- 
all it was going well; he went 
to school two times per week 
and the other days remote- 
ly. He said the students were 
following all the rules, which 
was good and he felt safe 
while in school. He also said 
compared to last spring, the 
remote materials were more 
difficult. He said in the spring 
he got his work done in two 
hours. This year the work 
took longer and was more 
challenging. He said he was 
getting his work done. 


Please see AUDIT, page 6 





Free COVID-19 testing at HCC extended 


HOLYOKE — Free “Stop 
the Spread” COVID-19 testing 
at Holyoke Community Col- 
lege has been extended until 
March 31, 2021, according to 
the Holyoke Board of Health. 
Drive-through testing at HCC 
is conducted six days a week 
in parking lot H near the west- 
ern entrance to the Donahue 
Building on the college’s main 
campus, 303 Homestead Avy- 
enue. HCC has been serving 
as a “Stop the Spread” drive- 
through testing site since Aug. 
26 to help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19. Drivers are 
asked to enter the campus 
from Homestead Avenue, turn 
left onto the Campus Road 
and proceed to parking lot H. 
There will be signs and parking 
attendants on site to manage 
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the flow of traffic. The HCC 
testing site 1s open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Satur- 
day from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 
Tuesday and Thursday from 
2-7 p.m. Testing is free to all 
Massachusetts residents and 
conducted on a first come, first 


serve basis. There are no ap- 
pointments and no referral is 
necessary. Turnaround time for 
results 1s typically four days or 
fewer. More information on all 
of the Stop the Spread test sites 





A nurse administers a free COVID-19 test at Holyoke Community College. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


® e Home warranties 


e Home staging services 


Why call the Michelle Terry Team to sell your home? 


We have a great marketing plan that includes: 


e 3D videos 


e Professional photography 


SPRINGFIELD — Now 
there is really something to cel- 
ebrate this holiday season when 
it comes to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. The CDC, after the 
FDA’s decision on Friday to 
grant emergency authorization 
for the coronavirus vaccine, has 
formally signed off on a recom- 
mendation from the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization 
Practices for Pfizer’s vaccine to 
be used in people 16 and older. 
The CDC _ recommendation 
comes after the FDA’s decision 
on Friday to grant emergency 
authorization for the vaccine. 
However, most of the general 
public will have to wait until 
April to be vaccinated as 
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healthcare workers and those 
at risk are to receive the shot 
first. “The COVID-19 vaccines 
hopefully can bring some nor- 
malcy back to our daily lives in 
the later part of next year, de- 
pending on how many will get 
vaccinated. We expect that at 
least in the short term, people 
will still need to continue to 
wear masks and follow social 
distancing. While the vaccine is 
shown to be very effective in 
preventing symptomatic infec- 
tion, 1t is not 100% and 1s still 
unclear how much it can pre- 
vent asymptomatic infection 
that allows disease transmis- 


Please see VACCINE, page 10 
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BROOKFIELD — After 15 years 
of working for the same broker, a lo- 
cal Realtor is excited to open her own 
brokerage. 

Lisa Caron will open her brokerage, 
Lisa Caron Real Estate, on Jan. 1, 2021. 
Located at 42 West Main St. in Brook- 
field, the business is a convenient des- 
tination for residents throughout the 
Route 9 corridor. 

Caron, who has resided in Brook- 
field for over 30 years, became a li- 
censed Realtor in 2006. She has since 
worked in all facets of the real estate 
industry, including managing listings, 
short sales and marketing. Now she is 
prepared to combine her many skills in 
her own operation. 

“It takes an experienced Realtor to 
ensure buyers and sellers are properly 
guided to make the right financial deci- 
sions relating to the purchase or sale of 
their home,” Caron said. “My extensive 
knowledge of the real estate market is 
what enables me to be an incredible re- 
source to my clients and one of the ar- 
ea’s top real estate professionals.” 
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- community - 
Lisa Caron to open her own real estate company 


Caron’s detailed knowl- 
edge of the region over the 
course of many years helps 
set her apart from com- 
petitors. Not only has she 
served Worcester County 
homeowners, but also sev- 
eral clients in Hampden 
and Hampshire Counties. 

“T am seen in the indus- 
try by my clients as loyal, 
trustworthy, hard-working, 
and always reachable,” Caron said. 
“Quick and timely responses to my cli- 
ents’ needs and concerns is a number 
one priority and one of the most crit- 
ical services a top professional must 
provide.” 

Caron has enjoyed all facets of 
branching out on her own, including 
the creation of marketing materials and 
a logo for her business. Having received 
her broker’s license this year, she has all 
of the tools necessary to thrive in her 
own business. 

Caron also has a strong backing 
from local homeowners, sellers and 





Lisa Caron 


professionals. Several  resi- 
dents have issued statements 
praising her dedication and 
commitment, as well as her al- 
ways rapid responses. 

Additionally, Caron re- 
mains a stout supporter of 
those who serve in the mili- 
tary. She has helped several 
veterans and active duty mem- 
bers start the next chapters in 
their journeys. 

“As a military relocation profession- 
al, I help military personnel, veterans, 
and their families find housing that lets 
them make the best use of their benefits 
and serves the unique needs of military 
life,’ added Caron, who has a son in 
the U.S. Marine Corps. “When military 
staff and their families relocate, the ser- 
vices of a real estate professional who 
understands their needs and timetables 
can make the transfer easier, faster and 
less stressful. Realtors who earn this 
certification know how to work with 
active duty military buyers and sellers, 
as well as veterans.” 


A graduate of the Real Estate Insti- 
tute, Caron is well-prepared to navigate 
all kinds of real estate climates. She is 
also a certified pricing strategy advisor 
who has plenty of experience in work- 
ing with appraisers and guiding clients 
through the anxieties and mispercep- 
tions related to home values. 

“T am committed to serving my cli- 
ents and customers with the highest 
ethical standards,” Caron said. “I have 
a professional yet personal approach. I 
believe in representing my clients’ best 
interests at all times, providing unpar- 
alleled service, and developing lasting 
relationships. If we work as a team, 
whether you're buying or selling, we can 
make your real estate dreams a reality.” 

Moreover, as a senior real estate spe- 
cialist, Caron is certified to represent 
adults ages 50-plus and help them navi- 
gate the process. 

To learn more about Caron and 
her business, visit www.lisacaron.com. 
She may also be contacted at caron- 
lisarick@aol.com, or by phone at 508- 
341-8299. 





Holyoke Community College RN program ranked best in Western Mass. 


HOLYOKE — Nursing Process, a na- 
tional online guide to healthcare educa- 
tion, ranked the registered nursing pro- 
gram at Holyoke Community College as 
the best of its kind in western Massachu- 
setts. In its nursing school rankings for 
2020, Nursing Process lists HCC’s pro- 
gram fifth overall out of the 60 accredit- 


ed associate degree nursing programs in 
Massachusetts that 1t considered for re- 
view, according to the independent orga- 
nization’s website. At number five, HCC’s 
associate of science in nursing program 
was the highest ranked community col- 
lege nursing program in the four counties 
of western Massachusetts. Graduates 
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of the ASN program qualify to take the 
NCLEX-RN test to become licensed as 
registered nurses. 

For anyone interested in nursing or 
one of HCC’s other health science pro- 
grams, Foundations of Health, Radio- 
logic Technology or Veterinary Techni- 
cian, the college will be holding health 


career information sessions over Zoom. 

For more information or to sign up 
for an information session, people may 
visit hec.edu/info-sessions or send an 
email to admissions@hcc.edu. 

Registration began Monday, Nov. 2, 
for HCC’s two-week January Winterses- 
sion and the spring 2020 semester. 
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HOLYOKE -— As the pandemic wore 
on with no end in sight, Jackie Santana 
grew more and more frustrated. 

The proliferation of masks and oth- 
er face coverings to help stop the spread 
of COVID-19 had made daily life much 
more difficult for her, a deaf woman who 
depends on lip-reading as well as sign 
language to communicate. 

This was particularly apparent in 
places like grocery stores, where cashiers 
sometimes got angry when they couldn't 
understand her or she couldn’t under- 
stand them. Some outright refused to 
write down what they were trying to say. 

A Springfield resident, Santana wrote 
about her experiences in the spring 
newsletter published by the Holyoke 
Community College Ludlow Area Adult 
Learning Center, where she is a student. 

“People sometimes use pantomimes 
or gestures to get my attention,” she 
wrote. “But it’s hard with those masks. 
Hearing people don’t realize when they 
have their masks on, they’re covering 
their mouths, and they don’t realize how 
important it is for deaf people to see 
them talking.” 

She explored buying masks with clear 
mouth windows, but the companies that 
manufacture them were all sold out at 
the time. With some 48 million deaf or 
hard of hearing people in the United 
States, according to statistics, demand 
had outstripped supply. 

“It would be nice to have more masks 
that let you see people’s lips,” Santana 
wrote. 

Inspired by Santana’s essay, Alienge- 
na decided to start making masks with 
clear plastic windows and created a web- 
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community 
Literacy specialist starts ‘See More smiles’ mask 





HCC literacy specialist Ash Aliengena, right, and HCC student Jackie Santana, left, model accessible face 


masks Aliengena created as part of Aliengena’s “See More Smiles” accessible face mask project 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


site offering free accessible face mask 
patterns, where people can ‘Click. Print. 
Cut. Trace. Go.’ 

Aliengena’s “See More Smiles” cam- 
paign is a collaboration with HCC’s 
Office for Students with Disabilities & 
Deaf Services (OSDDS), which is help- 
ing to spread the word 

To date, Aliengena, who uses the pro- 
nouns they/them, has hand-sewn more 
than 60 masks and given most of them 
away to people they work with at the 
center and to public school teachers in 
Holyoke. 

““Jackie’s essay opened my eyes to the 
need for window-ed masks,’ Aliengena 
said. “Her self-advocacy got the whole 
thing started.” 

Aliengena started by researching ex- 
isting mask patterns and then created 
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an original design that uses clear, heavy 
plastic for the mouth window. The pat- 
terns and instructions are available for 
free on the See More Smiles website 
Aliengena maintains. There are patterns 
for both adult and child sizes along with 
photographs of finished products. The 
patterns print true to size on standard 
8.5 by 11-inch copy paper or card stock 
so they can easily be cut out and traced 
onto fabric. 

“ feel great about this project,” San- 
tana said recently. “I think it is a great 
idea.” 

As far as the effectiveness of masks 
with plastic windows to combat the 
spread of COVID-19, David Aronoff, 
director of infectious disease at the Van- 
derbilt Institute for Infection, Immunol- 
ogy and Inflammation, recently told Na- 
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across the state can be found at https:// 
www.mass. gov/info-details/stop-the- 
spread. Testing may sometimes be can- 
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tional Public Radio that the virus ee 
penetrate plastic or solid materials, “ 
see-through masks provide connie a 
great option for balancing infection pre- 
vention with the desire to be able to see 
somebody’s mouth move.” 

Aliengena gave one of the windowed 
masks to HCC president Christina Roy- 
al. She wore it recently on a visit to the 
dentist, where it drew a lot of attention 
from office staff, who asked for the link 
to the “See More Smiles” website, hec. 
edu/see-more-smiles. 

Royal said Aliengena’s masks are 
a “great reflection of universal design 
principles,” an accommodation benefi- 
cial for deaf and hearing people alike7. 

“Windowed or clear face masks allow 
everyone to see and read each other’s 
mouths - to speech-read,” said Alienge- 
na, who lives in Holyoke. “These masks 
are intended to restore important modes 
of visual and emotional communication 
that get lost when we cover our faces 
with solid masks.” 

Those visual and emotional cues, like 
seeing people smile, can make a world of 
difference. 

“For certain populations visual com- 
munication is even more important: the 
elderly, children, language learners, and 
those in mental health crises are just a 
few examples,” they said. “For members 
of the deaf and hard of hearing commu- 
nity, visual communication 1s absolutely 
central. So, when the pandemic started, 
millions of people who rely on seeing 
faces and mouths suddenly lost their pri- 
mary mode of communicating with the 
hearing population overnight, just like 
that.” 


celled due to inclement weather. Be sure 
to visit the Holyoke Board of Health 
website for up-to-date information on 
cancellations at  https://www.holyoke. 
org/departments/board-of-health. 
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Guest Column 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


on Friday, Oct. 30. It did not take long 

for tufted titmice, juncos, black-capped 
chickadees and a downy woodpecker to 
come to the feeder. The next day, Hallow- 
een, feeder activity was brisk. Two Ameri- 
can goldfinches and white-breasted nut- 
hatches joined the birds from the day before. 


| put out the thistle feeder during the snow 


Goldfinches 

When I received an email from a Hamp- 
den resident about having a large flock of 
pine siskins in their yard, I decided to add a 
thistle feeder in hopes of attracting pine sis- 
kins. I have not seen any pine siskins, but the 
number of goldfinch have increased. One 
day I counted seven. 

The American goldfinch is five inch- 
es long. The male in summer has a yellow 
body, black cap, tail and wings with white 
bars. The female is yellowish green with 
black wings and tail. The male in winter is 
yellowish brown with yellow on the face and 
chin and black wings with white wing bars. 
The female is grayish brown with a touch 
of yellow and brown wings with white wing 
bars. 

The female lays three to seven light 
blue eggs in a nest of weed and vines lined 
with downy filaments from wind-dispersed 
seeds such as thistles. The nest is placed in 
a shrub or tree about four to 20-feet above 
the ground. Females may start a second nest 
while fledged young are fed by the male. 

At feeders, they prefer shelled sunflower 
seeds and thistle (Niger) seeds. They have 
two songs a long canary like song and a 
short forceful warble. Calls include “sweey- 
eet” and “beerbee.” “Perchicoree” is the 
flight call. 


Belchertown residents birds 

The Belchertown resident and his wife 
are avid birders and live near Knight’s Pond. 
He said in an email, “In recent days we have 
had several exciting first-time sightings.” The 
day before he sent the email a snow goose 
flew over their house. He said, “A few days 
ago four bluebirds spent the day exploring 
the bluebird house that had only been used 
previously by house wrens. Last weekend a 
flicker was feeding on our lawn. A few days 
earlier an Eastern kingbird perched in our 
Pagoda Dogwood tree. He said, “All these 
were first time sightings of these birds on 
our property. I hope these are interesting to 
you and our neighbors. We are blessed to 
live in such natural beauty.” Other birds at 
my feeders 

I have a tray feeder that I fill with shelled 
peanuts, black oil sunflower seeds, cracked 
corns and dried mealworms. Oct. 31 I count- 
ed eight blue jays at the tray feeder, a male 
cardinal and a red-breasted nuthatch. I have 
not seen the red-breasted nuthatch, but I do 
have several of its white-breasted cousins. 

I sometimes see a fox sparrow on the 
ground. It scratches the ground and hops 
back to uncover seeds under the tray feed- 
er. I also have downy woodpeckers, hairy 
woodpeckers and red-bellied woodpeckers 
come for suet. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413- 
967-3505, leaving a message at extension 
100 or emailing mybackyard&&@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 


submit their statements to the editor to include only 


biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 


- opinion - 
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Poinsettias appreciate extra TLC 


this irreversible disease is curled, 


He: Christmas the poin- IN THE 
settia takes the stage, front wilting foliage and bracts. Hold 
and center, in grocery and GARDEN off on fertilizing the plant while 


box store displays. The deep red 
bracts lure buyers to make them 
part of their holiday decorating. 
Pretty? For sure, but without 
proper care, the plant won’t have 
a chance past New Year’s Day. 
Let’s learn what we can do to 
keep this favorite looking its best 
throughout the holiday season 
and then some. 

It’s important that you start off with 
a healthy plant. Choose a poinsettia with 
dark green foliage all the way to the soil line. 
Color should completely cover the bracts 
on the upper portion of the plant. Avoid 
plants whose flowers (located in the center 
of the bracts) show pollen. If pollen is evi- 
dent, the plant 1s old. Be wary of those that 
are displayed in plastic or paper sleeves or 
even those that are elbow to elbow. Poinset- 
tias need room to spread out, and the longer 
they are cramped, the more likely it is that 
their quality will be impacted. Wilted plants 
are also best avoided, as this may indicate 
more than dry soil alone. 

Poinsettias are cold sensitive. Tempera- 
tures under 50 degrees for even a few min- 
utes can damage the plant. Therefore, insert 
into a bag or protective sleeve for the ride 
home from the store and do not leave in an 
unheated car while you run other errands! 
Once home, position the poinsettia in a 
location where it will recetve indirect light 
for at least six hours a day. Avoid drafts, 
warm or cold, and place far enough away 
from windows to prevent the foliage from 
touching cold glass. Chances are if you are 
comfortable inside, your poinsettia will be 
as well. Temperatures from 65 to70 degrees 
during the day to around 55 at night will ex- 
tend its life. 

Check the plant often to see if it needs 
water. If the soil is dry, water until droplets 
leak through the drainage holes in the pot. 
Saucers shouldn’t accumulate water. Dump 
the excess out after each watering so the 
plant won’t reabsorb it and become water- 
logged. Soil that remains soaking wet 1s like- 
ly to cause root rot. A visual indication of 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 


inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 


We also do not allow personal attacks against other 


candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 


Cameo ¥ 





ROBERTA 
MCQUAID 
TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS 
COLUMNIST 


it is in bloom. 

It’s unfortunate that few peo- 
ple keep their poinsettias past the 
holiday season. When I was a kid 
my Mom succeeded at getting 
hers to bloom again the following 
Christmas. Here’s what to do if 
youd like to try it: In early April 
cut back the plant to eight inch- 
es. Fertilize with an all purpose houseplant 
fertilizer once a month. New growth should 
appear by the end of May. After the dan- 
ger of frost has passed, move the plant out- 
doors. Continue to water but increase fer- 
tilization to every two weeks. Pinch plants 
in late June or early July to promote bushy 
growth. At this time you may also wish to 
repot the poinsettia. Select a pot one size 
larger, filling around the root ball with a 
good potting soil. Bring the plant indoors 
as temperatures fall. 

The poinsettia is photoperiodic, and long 
nights of uninterrupted darkness encourage 
it to bloom. In greenhouses, growers go to 
great lengths to withhold light, as even small 
amounts can delay or stop the plant from 
setting bud. At home, putting the plant in 
the closet for 14 hours each night is your best 
bet. Most people get on a 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
schedule beginning on Oct. 1, and continue 
it for eight to 10 weeks until color shows on 
the bracts. Night temperatures should be no 
higher than 70 degrees or flowering may be 
delayed. 

While my Mom achieved colorful bracts, 
the plant itself was a bit leggy and the foliage 
not so green. Perhaps more fertilizer and a 
harder pinch would have made our experti- 
ment more successful. Give it a try yourself 
and maybe you will have even better results! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 

Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
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com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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OSV hosts first 
virtual fundraiser 


STURBRIDGE — Old Sturbridge Village hosted 
their first ever virtual fundraiser “Before and Beyond: 
A Virtual Fundraising Celebration of Where We’ve 
Been and What Comes Next!” Thursday evening, Dec. 
3. The village had 150 attendees from 16 states includ- 
ing Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, New York, Maine, California, Illinois, 
Missouri, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont and Delaware. The event was 
free to attend, but donations were encouraged. Those, 
who donated, were entered into different raffle draw- 
ings that took place throughout the evening. The event 
included 24 raffle items unique to the village in addition 
to autographed materials and prerecorded greetings 
from Norm Abram, of the TV show This Old House 
and documentary filmmaker, Ken Burns. All donors 
of $25 or more received an Old Sturbridge Village or- 
nament in the mail. The fundraiser raised $50,000 to 
support the village Attendees heard from key staff 
on Old Sturbridge Village’s pandemic response, how 
COVID-19 brought about innovation to the village, 
and where program is headed in the future. Donors 
were given the opportunity to honor a person of their 
choosing by making their gift in honor or memory of 
someone. Names of those honored were read out and 
listed on the screen during the event. Included were me- 
morials to former Old Sturbridge Village staff mem- 
bers, volunteers and supporters and tributes to current 
staff. President and CEO, Jim Donahue welcomed the 
attendees of the eventand thanked all those in atten- 
dance for their unwavering support of Old Sturbridge 
Village not just during 2020 but throughout all the 
years. Special thanks to Savers Bank for sponsoring 
this first virtual event. Old Sturbridge Village is open 
year-round, but days and hours vary seasonally. Daily 
admission is: $28 for adults, $26 for seniors, $14 for col- 
lege students, $14 for children ages 4-17, with children 
3 and under admitted free. For details, people may visit 
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Superintendent report 

School superintendent Sheila Muir 
commended Cheryl Duval and her team 
for the audit. She said the district re- 
ceived donations of cloth masks for the 
elementary schools made by a group of 
women. The district also received a do- 
nation of 1,000 adult size fabric masks 
from AIS through United Way and re- 
ceived one mask per student from the 
Department of Education. 

She said the October school enroll- 
ment total number was 2,130 down from 
2,183. Individual numbers for the 2020- 
2021 school year were 69 pre-kindergar- 
ten, 136 kindergarten, 168 first grade, 
137 second grade, 169 third grade, 135 
fourth grade, 140 fifth grade, 168 sixth 
grade, 184 seventh grade, 172 eighth 
grade, 178 ninth grade, 139 tenth grade, 


166 11th grade, 156 12th grade and 13 
special education. Muir said some grade 
levels increased and others decreased. 
She said there was a reduction in kinder- 
garten numbers from the previous year 
of 172. She said it was a statewide trend 
as some families decided not to send 
children to kindergarten this year due 
to COVID. Overall, the district had 53 
less students in the district. The numbers 
included remote, in person and hybrid 
learners. 


Parent survey 

The superintendent gave an update 
on the parent survey, which was still 
open. She said survey respondents to 
date reported 343 students in person, 
143 remote and 354 hybrid. The top two 
reasons parents opted for remote learn- 
ing was their child’s health and followed 
by health of a family member. 
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Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is 


limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. Itis against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY F 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more, In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 91]. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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SPORTS 


No locker rooms, scrums In hockey modifications 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — The parking 
lots at Olympia Ice Center and 
Fitzpatrick Rink could be very 
crowded this winter with stu- 
dents being forced to change 
outdoors as part of the modifi- 
cations made to ice hockey for 
the 2020-2021 season. 

High school guidelines from 
the office of Energy and En- 
vironmental Affairs required 
locker rooms to be closed at ice 
hockey arenas. 

The only reason the locker 
rooms can be used 1s for players 
to use the bathroom and sinks. 
“Participants must wear-in/ 
wear-out clothes or dress in the 
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parking lot or other designated 
area,’ the guidelines state. 

The change is to limit close 
contact among teammates due 
to locker rooms being very con- 
gested spaces with a lot of pads 
and equipment taking up even 
more space. 

One change for hockey ver- 
sus other sports is the ability for 
players to wear gaiters on the 
ice. Typically, face coverings for 
players and fans alike in most 
sports requires a mask that 
has loops that go over the ear, 
securely covering the mouth 
and nose. Hockey players are 
allowed to wear gaiters, which 
were viewed as less secure by 
some. Gaiter will be allowed for 
hockey players provided they 


@turleysports 





are multi-ply. 

One of the tougher parts to 
comply with is the fact only 20 
players will be allowed to dress 
for the game, and some extend- 
ed bench areas will be needed 
for both teams in order to so- 
cial distance enough. Typically, 
22 players are allowed on the 
roster for varsity games. Only 
three coaches will be allowed 
on benches for games, though 
that is close to average for most 
hockey teams. 

Having more than one play- 
er in the penalty box will also 
be a new challenge as only one 
player is allowed in the penalty 
box at a time. According to the 
guidelines, other spaces must be 
designated for players to serve 


Ei acebook.com/turleysports 


penalties. 

“One person in the penalty 
box at a time,” the guidelines 
state. “If another player must 
be in a designated ‘auxiliary 
box/location, they must be so- 
cial distanced either outside the 
penalty box or in the bench area 
as close to the penalty box as 
possible; when possible the sec- 
ond and or subsequent penal- 
ized players must move to the 
penalty box upon the exit of the 
previously penalized player.” 

There is in option for subse- 
quent players to serve penalties 
on their bench if necessary. 

The biggest change fans will 
notice with play on the ice is the 
elimination of “scrums.” These 
are plays typically when multi- 


Friday, December 18, 2020 PAGE 7 








ple players go after a loose puck 
in acorner of the ice. They usu- 
ally take place on either side of 
the goal. 

The guidelines only allow for 
one player from each team to 
be involved in a scrum. Once a 
third player joins, play must be 
stopped by the referee. Play also 
will be stopped if the scrum 
lasts more than five seconds. 

High schools played fall 
sports in geographically-formed 
leagues in order to limit contact 
between too many schools. The 
plan will be similar for hockey, 
but leagues will look different 
because there are fewer teams. 
There were also no restrictions 
placed on co-op programs and 
they will be allowed to play. 





Seekonk Speedway announces 
events for next season 


SEEKONK -— _ Seekonk 
Speedway is looking ahead to 
a fresh, exciting 2021 season. 
On Dec. 3, the Massachusetts 
third-mile announced the full 
schedule of events for 2021 
-- one that will mark the 75th 
anniversary of full-time rac- 
ing. Seekonk Speedway looks 
forward to welcoming fans 
back to the grandstands safe- 
ly, as the recent vaccine an- 
nouncements for COVID-19 
are welcomed news and talks 
continue with the state of 


headline the 
-- including the ISMA Super- 
modified and Boston Louie 
NEMA Midget and NEMA 
Lite Races (June 9), the annu- 
al $10,000 to win Open Wheel 
Wednesday headlined by the 
Tri Track Open Modified Se- 
ries (June 30), the inaugural 
$10,000 to win Bay State Sum- 
mer Classic with the PASS Pro 


Massachusetts. 


Multiple major events 


2021 schedule 


Please see SEEKONK, page 8 





Christopher Buffone, of Belchertown, was also a champion last season. 








Greg 
manager of the Western Mass. Pioneers, 
has stepped down. 


Kolodziey, longtime general 


Kolodziey 
Steps down as 
Pioneers GM 


Mutiny GM Ferrara 
takes helm 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — Along with 
being the longtime boys’ varsi- 
ty soccer coach at Ludlow High 
School, Greg Kolodziey has 
also been the General Manager 
of the Western Mass. Pioneers 
for more than ten years. 

Kolodziey recently stepped 
down as the Pioneers G.M. due 
to personal reasons. 

“Tm excited about some 
new challenges that lie ahead,” 
Kolodziey said. “I hope to 
spend more time on the soccer 
field doing what I enjoy most, 
coaching kids, and assisting 
and encouraging them to be 
good students so once they get 
through the graduation line, 
they are ready to do good, pos- 
itive things 1n life.” 

Kolodziey is still planning 
to continue coaching the boys’ 





The New England Mutiny and Western Mass. Pioneers share a home stadium now. Mu- 
tiny owner Joe Ferrara was named the Pioneers GM. 


varsity soccer team at his alma 
mater in the fall of 2021. He 
also coaches a Western United 
Pioneers squad. 

Joe Ferrara, who like 
Kolodziey is a lifelong resident 
of Ludlow, has been named as 
the new General Manager of 
the Western Mass. Pioneers. 
He’s also the owner of the New 
England Mutiny and is the 
Commissioner of the United 
Women’s Soccer League. 

“The Pioneers have a great 
support staff and the Muti- 
ny also have a great support 
staff, so I think Ill be able to 
run both organizations without 
very much difficulty,” Ferrara 
said. “The biggest challenge 
right now is that we still don’t 
know what’s going to be hap- 
pening next spring.” 

The Pioneers and the Mutt- 
ny, who both play their home 
matches at historic Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow, didn’t play 
any matches in 2020 because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We're hoping to have a 
season next year, but were 
planning for several different 
scenarios,’ Ferrara said. “A 
normal regular season, a short- 





High School. ALE PHOTOS 


ened season, a season without 
fans, or no season at all.” 

Before Kolodziey stepped 
down from his position, he and 
Ferrara shared the same office 
at Lusitano Stadium. 

“TI do have a lot of respect 
for Greg and his family,” Ferr- 
ara said. “I would like to meet 
with him about the Pioneers.” 

The Pioneers, who had a 


Please see PIONEERS, page 8 


PAGE 8 


Figure skating event cancelled 


WILLIAMSTOWN — This deci- 
sion was based on the Bay State Games 
overriding concern to protect the health 
and safety of all participants, coaches, 
judges, volunteers, and spectators. Other 
factors that lead to this decision include 
state guidelines limiting public events, 
the uncertainty of whether the Williams 
College Lansing Chapman Rink will 
open in 2021, current limitations on use 
of Williams College facilities by outside 
groups and protocol requirements from 
national figure skating governing bodies. 

“It is with great disappointment that 
we announce we will be unable to host 
the Bay State Games figure skating 
competition in Williamstown in 2021,” 
said Bay State Games Executive Direc- 
tor Kevin Cummings. “For the last 35 
years, it has been a privilege to bring 
skaters and their families to Berkshire 
County for this longtime winter tradi- 
tion. While our participants have always 
enjoyed travelling to the region for the 


event which has had a positive economic 
impact for local hotels and restaurants, 
many factors related to the pandemic 
prevent us from returning in the Winter 
of 2021”. 

Bay State Games will continue to 
evaluate the possibility of hosting a live 
skating event in Massachusetts later in 
2021 or as part of the Summer Games 
should the impact of the pandemic and 
restrictions improve. Potentially hosting 
virtual skating events later in the year is 
also under consideration. Future event 
options for 2021 are being imvestigat- 
ed as federal, state, and local board of 
health protocols continue to be moni- 
tored. Bay State Games remains hope- 
ful it can return to Berkshire County for 
2022 events and beyond. 

Updated information regarding the 
status of Bay State Games figure skat- 
ing events will be posted on the Bay 
State Games website as soon as it is con- 
firmed. 





Hall of Fame concludes ‘Bubbleville’ Games 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame and Gazelle Group today 
concluded the season-opening event 
known as “Bubbleville.” Games were 
played Nov. 25 — Dec. 4 at Mohegan 
Sun Arena in Uncasville, Connecticut 
with 25 teams taking the court. 

Bubbleville housed several events 
relocated and reimagined due to 
COVID-19 and provided a controlled 
environment with teams and event staff 
adhering to tribal, government, and 
NCAA health and safety protocols and 
testing requirements. All games were 
played without fans in attendance. 

Throughout the 10-day event, the 
game schedule continually evolved due 
to anumber of COVID-related circum- 
stances. In the end, 26 games were safe- 
ly played in large part thanks to Miri- 
mus and Hartford HealthCare. Both 
groups joined Bubbleville with live 
event COVID-19 protocol experience 
with the NBA and Viacom respectively. 
The Bubbleville Testing Team was led 
by Rachel Lattner, Chelsea Johnson 
and Jen Tempone. 


Mohegan Sun and the Tribal Health 
Department also proved to be an 1n- 
valuable partner for the event with the 
ability to provide a premier arena, 
beautiful accommodations and private 
catering, in addition to their extensive 
COVID protocols which have success- 
fully been in place for several months. 

With a combination of PCR and 
Saliva testing, 2,800 tests were admin- 
istered among 1,075 people including 
event staff, players, coaches, support 
staff and courtside media on-site. In 
the nearly two-week testing period, 
three positive tests were discovered, 
leading to two programs leaving the 
event before participating in game ac- 
tion and one matchup cancelled on 
what was scheduled to be the final day 
of the event. 

With the support of the event’s var- 
ious health partners, Bubbleville was 
able to adhere to all safety protocols 
and enact tracing procedures as need- 
ed. To learn more about the event, visit 
https://www.hoophall.com/events/bub- 
bleville or follow @hoophall #Bub- 
bleville on Twitter and Instagram. 
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very successful 2019 campaign, are 
coached by Federico Molinari. 

“Federico is a very good soccer 
coach,” Ferrara said. “I’m looking 
forward to working with him on a 
daily basis.” 

The Pioneers assistant coaches 
are Dennis Gomes, Jay Willis, and 
John Voight. 

The Pioneers are members of the 
USL 2 League and compete in the 
Northeast Division of the Eastern 
Conference. 

The USL 2 League G.M. meet- 
ings are normally held in Florida 
in December, but they're going to 
be held virtual in January. The 2021 
schedule will be released at that time. 

The Pioneers qualified to play in 
the U.S. Open Cup last year, which 
was canceled. They’re hoping to play 
in the 2021 Open Cup tournament. 

“It'll be great if we do play in 
the Open Cup next year,” Ferrara 
said. “It gives the smaller clubs the 
chance to play with the big boys.” 

The Mutiny had played games in 
several different communities before 
coming to Ludlow in 2019. 

“Being able to have the Mutiny 
play home matches at Lusitano Sta- 
dium is very special to me,” Ferrara 
said. “I played games there when I 
was in high school and the atmo- 
sphere is great at the Stadium.” 

The Mutiny celebrated their 20th 
anniversary in 2019 and Ferrara 
has only missed one match since he 


formed the team in 1999. 

After taking a year off from soc- 
cer for the first time in many years, 
Ferrara 1s ready to watch both of his 
soccer teams play next summer. 

“Last summer was the first time 
in 20 years that I wasn’t involved in 
soccer and it was refreshing. Soccer 
seasons can be a grind at times, espe- 
cially when youre not succeeding on 
the field,’ Ferrara said. “I’m ready 
to go now and the players are also 
ready to get back on the field again.” 

While the 2020 United Wom- 
en’s Soccer League regular season 
was canceled, a couple of showcase 
tournaments were held in Michigan 
and Florida last summer. 

The Mutiny, who are members 
UWS Eastern Conference, do have 
several players from Western Mass. 
listed on their roster. 

“Having the local soccer players 
play for the Mutiny really means a 
lot to me,” Ferrara said. “It’s nice to 
have players from Granby, Monson, 
Agawam, and Ludlow on the team. 
We're represented by ten commu- 
nities in Western Massachusetts. 
There are a lot of talented high 
school girls’ soccer players from this 
area.” 

Several Mutiny players have been 
signed with N.W.S.L. and a few have 
played for professional teams in Eu- 
rope. 

Jill Serafino is the Mutiny Gener- 
al Manager and Jeb Booth is plan- 
ning on returning as the Mutiny 
head coach in 2021. 





The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, December 18, 2020 


SEEKONK from page 7 


Stocks (July 28), the annual DAV Fall 
Classic (Sept. 24 to 25) and the Haunted 
Hundred, headlined by Tri Track (Oct. 
23). 

The slate includes 18 Saturday Night 
Showdowns -- showcasing Seekonk’s pre- 
miere Pro Stocks, Everett’s Auto Parts 
Late Models, Helger’s South Coast Power 
Equipment Sportsman and Chaz Auto 
Body Sport Trucks. It will also see the 
return of the Fast Friday Series -- with 
16 events for the Nick’s Pit Stop Legends 
Cars, Helger’s Pure Stocks, Sport 4’s and 
Seekonk Grand Prix Bandoleros. See- 
konk is pleased to welcome back all di- 
visions and their sponsors, while adding 
Chaz Auto Body to the team of division 
sponsors. 

With COVID-19 shutting down Satur- 
day night competition and Thrill Shows in 
2020, and only Fast Friday drivers hitting 
the track due to regulations from the state 
of Massachusetts to stop the spread of 
the virus, it’s only fitting that the 75th an- 
niversary be celebrated in 2021. Seekonk’s 
Fast Friday classes ran a 10-race slate in 
front of no spectators in 2020, however, 
they continued to showcase youth talent 
and some of the best racing Seekonk of- 
fers through the track’s YouTube channel. 

“Our schedule includes a bit of some- 
thing for everyone who is a race fan in 
the region.” Ed St. Germain, Director 
of Business Development at Seekonk 
Speedway, said. “We're excited for all of 
our special events, but above all, we can’t 
wait to welcome back our great fans and 
get our premiere Saturday night divisions 
back on the track in 2021.” 

The season opens with two Test and 
tune sessions on April 10 and 24, while 
opening weekend returns on Saturday 
and Sunday, May 1-2. Saturday will in- 
clude the Classic Car Show and Swap 
Meet fans have come to love, with burn 
out drags and race practice. On Sunday, 
May 2, the engines fire in a race com- 
petition for the first time with the Pro 
Stocks, Late Models, Sportsman, Trucks 
and Spectator Drags. The season rolls 
from this starting point in May all the 
way through October, with more than 45 
events planned. 

Of the touring divisions included, two 
of them will visit Seekonk more than 
once -- with the prestigious Tri Track 
Open Modified Series bringing their top 
Modified talent for Open Wheel Wednes- 
day (June 30) and the Haunted Hundred 
(October 23). Both races have a large 
purse and always attract the best Mod- 
ified talent in the region. New for 2021, 
the American Canadian Tour (ACT) will 
also join the Haunted Hundred, along 
with the return of the Pro All Star Series 
(PASS) Super Late Models. All three rac- 
es as part of the season-finale will be 100 
laps, matching the Haunted “Hundred” 
name. 

PASS, New England’s premier touring 
Super Late Model division, will return to 
Seekonk for three events overall in 2021 
-- including the big $10,000 to win race on 
Wednesday, July 28. PASS will also help 
headline the two races that will close the 
season -- the annual Fall Classic, with a 
150-lapper on Sept. 25, and the Haunted 
Hundred. 

The track welcomes back five Thrill 
Shows to the schedule -- with a show for 
Memorial Day (May 29), Independence 
Day (July 3), Mid-Summer Spectacular 
(July 31), Labor Day (Sept. 4) and the 
Pumpkin Smash (Oct. 9). Note that all 
Thrill Shows are on Saturday night’s -- 
giving weekly competitors the night off. 
There will also be a special event on Sun- 
day, Aug. 8 -- headlined by the return of 
Monster Trucks and the first ever Spec- 
tator Drag race -- where drivers will dou- 
ble up and actually race for multiple laps 
together on the track, instead of just in a 
one-on-one format. 

As part of the weekly slate, track 
champions will be crowned in all nine di- 
visions. Championship battles for all di- 
visions except the Pro Stocks will include 
as part of the DAV Fall Classic weekend 


on Sept. 24 and 25, as the Fall Classic 
returns to a two-day race format, with a 
practice session on Thursday night, Sept. 
23. The Pro Stock title battle wraps on 
Saturday, Sept. 18, on Ocean State Oil 
Night, allowing drivers to compete with 
PASS at the Fall Classic. 

The Phil’s Propane Triple Crown 
Series returns after a year off due to 
COVID, with a three-race, extra distance, 
set of races for all of Seekonk’s divisions. 
The Pro Stock Triple Crown Series rac- 
es will be 60 laps, while the Late Models 
will shift to 45 laps. The Sportsman and 
Sport Trucks remain at 35, while the Pure 
Stocks, Sport 4’s and Legends Cars are 
set for 30. As always, the Seekonk Grand 
Prix Bandolero division runs 15 laps for 
all of their events, but will also crown a 
Triple Crown champion. 

Phil’s Propane Triple Crown Series 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 5, July 16, Aug. 21 

Late Models: May 22, June 26, Aug. 
21 

Sportsman: May 15, June 19, Aug. 21 

Sport Trucks: May 8, June 12, Aug. 21 

Legends Cars: June 25, July 30, Aug. 
20 

Pure Stocks: June 18, July 16, Aug. 20 

Sport 4: June 11, July 23, Aug. 20 

Bandolero: June 4, July 9, Aug. 20 

The Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond 
Races are on the schedule, with three 
special events for the Pro Stocks and the 
Late Models. All of these races will be 50 
laps for both divisions, including a night 
where both classes run the 50’s on Satur- 
day, Aug. 14. 

Everett’s Auto Parts Diamond Race 
Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 26, July 24, Aug. 14 

Late Models: June 19, July 17, Aug. 14 

The Troy City Tactical Spectator Drag 
Series is back, with drivers set to compete 
in a 10-race series starting on May 2 and 
ending on Oct. 9. In the middle, drivers 
will thrill fans in front of both Saturday 
night crowds and Thrill Show fans. 

The Power 5 Series will return for 
Helger’s Southcoast Power Equipment 
Sportsman, with five races set for 30 laps 
instead of 25, with a bit of extra purse 
money on the line courtesy of Helger’s. 
Sponsorship is available for Power 5 races 
for the remainder of Seekonk’s Saturday 
night divisions. 

The schedule also includes the special 
returns of Military Night, Youth Sports 
Night, the STAR and NEAR Antique 
Racer divisions, R.I. Shriners Night (with 
Trike Races), Fans on Parade, Scout 
Night, the Pit Party, Phil’s Propane night, 
Helger’s Southcoast Power Equipment 
night and the annual Fan Appreciation 
night sponsored by Everett’s Auto Parts. 

Seekonk looks forward to welcom- 
ing back a long list of supporters for the 
2021 season, and can’t thank those who 
stepped up in 2020 enough. See below for 
a full list of 2021 sponsors to this point: 

Everetts Auto Parts, Helger’s South- 
coast Power Equipment, Phil’s Propane, 
Ocean State Oil, Solar Theraputics, PEP- 
SI, T. Moreshead Landscaping, Sunoco 
Race Fuels, American Racer, Elmwood 
Dodge, Bristol Toyota, First Ford, Troy 
City Tactical, Shriners Childrens Hospi- 
tal, Roger Williams Zoo, Precision Har- 
ley Davidison, Columbus Energies, Chick 
Fil A, Seekonk Grand Prix, Chaz Auto 
Body, Nick Lascuola Racing, Lambert 
Brothers Racing, Spring Villa Memory 
Care, Viper Graphics, Nick’s Pit Stop, 
Nat’s Racing Engines, KC’s Burger Bar, 
Miller Brewing, Coors Light, WCTK Cat 
Country, Four Town Farms 

The full schedule is subject to change. 

Seekonk Speedway will release ad- 
ditional updates about the 2021 season 
when available. For more information, 
follow the track on all social media chan- 
nels and visit seekonkspeedway.com. 
Please stay tuned for ticket release dates 
for advanced purchase. 

Fans should keep a lookout for new 
episodes of the Seekonk Speedway pod- 
cast series over the winter months, giving 
you a step back in time, a view of the 
present and a look into the future. 
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AMERICAN FLYER TRAINS. 
Bought and Sold. Some tin toys. Re- 
mote Control Airplanes (413) 544-5503 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844- 
325-8610 





WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, Vintage 
Toys, Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of ex- 
perience! Gary Dolgoff (413) 529- 
0326 gary @ gdcomics.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***exex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


“Gl 





= ae a ad a. 
2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals 
available for rent. 

All Major CC’s 


CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 


#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. 
Thank you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOF- 


ING. Established 1976. New re- 
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 


refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)289-6670 for estimate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 


years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


Read your local newspaper online at 
Wwww.newspapers.turley.com 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 
Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





a Phone: 
State Zips 
CX perweekrate = Go 
LIVISA Discover Ly Cash L) Check# 
Exp. Date — CW 

Date 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price __ 







BELCHERTOWN 


SINS 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON a 








WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


| NEW BRAINTREE 


ELD 





EAST 
BROOKE! 






WALES { HOLLAND 


: Suburban 









Residential 
Circulation: 
59, 000 












WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


; WILBRAHAM 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ *10.00 
Add athird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal ss 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Iree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


TOWN OF PALMER: 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER - 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. 

The Town of Palmer is accepting 
applications for Full Time Truck Driv- 
er - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. 
We are seeking an experienced, 
self-motivated individual with public 
works knowledge to become part 
of our operations division. A High 
School Diploma, Class B Massa- 
chusetts Driver’s License with air- 
brakes endorsement is required. A 
Massachusetts Hoister’s License is 
favorable. This is a union position 
with an attractive starting salary, 
vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER The 
Town of Ware Department of Pub- 
lic Works is seeking a Truck Driver/ 
Laborer. The successful applicant 
will be required to perform a variety 
of semi-skilled and skilled manual 
tasks; operate a variety of heavy 
and light motor equipment; drive 
various types of motor vehicles in- 
cluding light and heavy trucks and 
perform related work as required 
in the construction, operation, re- 
pair. Class B CDL license required, 
hoisting license preferred. Job de- 
scriptions may be obtained online 
at www.townofware.com. Review of 
applications will begin December 3, 
2020 and continue until the position 
is filled. The Town of Ware is an Af- 
firmative Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer. AA/EEO. 


Buying? 
Selling? 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ag 


OPPORTUNITY 





STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classified Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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sion,” said Dr. Armando Paez, chief, Infectious Dis- 
ease Division, Baystate Health. “With the current 
surge, the availability of vaccine will definitely help 
those vulnerable populations at risk of severe infection 
and death from COVID-19. There are still deaths oc- 
curring attributed to COVID-19 in Massachusetts, up 
to 60 in one day recently, although the cumulative 
deaths are not as high as during the first surge,” he add- 
ed. Still public support is split on the vaccine: 60 per- 
cent of people said they were likely to get the shot, a 
recent Pew poll found, while more than 20 percent 
were strongly opposed. It is still unknown exactly how 
many people need to be vaccinated against or infected 
with COVID-19 to achieve “herd immunity,” noted 
Dr. Paez. “Experts estimate it will be in the range of 
70-80%. We know that within 90 days following 
COVID-19 that reinfection is unlikely, however, rein- 
fection has been reported after that. We do not know 
at this time for how long the vaccine will offer protec- 
tion from COVID-19. Based on available data, the 
Pfizer vaccine 1s safe and very effective. Most side ef- 
fects like injection site reaction, fatigue and headache 
resolve in one to two days. I believe one needs to look 
at the vaccine in the context of potential complications 
from COVID-19 illness compared to the side effects of 
the vaccine, then will realize how this vaccine can pre- 
vent serious illness for you and those around you,” he 
said. The following Q&A will answer many of the 
questions you may have about the vaccine: Q: Who will 
be first to get the Pfizer vaccine in Massachusetts. A: 
Among those who will receive the vaccine first as part 
of “Phase One” are front-line health care workers and 
long-term care staff and residents. They will be fol- 
lowed by police, firefighters and emergency medical 
workers, home-based health workers and other “non- 
COVID facing” health workers, according to the state’s 
distribution plan. As for “Phase Two” priority groups, 
it will include residents with two or more chronic ill- 
nesses, essential workers such as teachers, transit em- 
ployees and food, sanitation, public works and public 
health workers, according to the state’s priority list. 
After that will come adults who are 65 and over and 
individuals with one co-morbidity making them at 
higher risk for COVID-19. The vaccine will be avail- 
able to the general public beginning in April as part of 
“Phase Three.” Q: Where can I get the vaccine? A: 
While details are still being worked out, according to 
Massachusetts state officials, the vaccine will be ad- 
ministered to patients at hospitals, community health 
centers and private medical offices. Pharmacies, in- 
cluding CVS, Walgreens, Walmart, and OSCO, will 
also have access to the vaccine and will be able to vac- 
cinate their customers. And, officials say the vaccine 
“will likely also be made available to local health de- 
partments for vaccinating their local residents at public 
clinics.” Massachusetts residents can check the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) interac- 
tive website, vaccinefinder.org, to see where a 
COVID-19 vaccine will be available at a public health 
clinic. For more information, people can also contact 
their primary health care provider, local pharmacy or 
local health department to see if, and when, they will 
have the vaccine available. Q: Do the COVID-19 vac- 
cines have side effects? A: As with any medicine or vac- 
cine, there will likely be some side effects with COVID 
vaccines. Based on data reported for the initial trials of 
both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines in adults, there 
do not appear to be serious adverse events or safety 
issues related to these vaccines. Both Pfizer’s and Mod- 
erna’s vaccines do seem to cause mild or moderate side 
effects for up to 50% of people within the first few 
hours and days of both the first and second doses of 
each. These side effects include fever, headache, muscle 
aches, fatigue and soreness and/or redness at the site of 
injection in the arm. The CDC and the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health will be closely monitor- 
ing reports and the latest news can be found on their 
websites. The CDC and the Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA) are encouraging the public to report 
side effects through the Vaccine Adverse Event Re- 
porting System. Q: How effective is the vaccine? A: So 
far, in trials that have involved tens of thousands of 
healthy adult volunteers, both the Pfizer and the Mod- 
erna vaccines show that they are 90-95% effective in 
preventing COVID-19 infection. It is still too early to 
know how long the effectiveness will last. Q: Does the 
vaccine prevent transmission to others? A: The vaccine 
will provide a 94 to 95% chance that you will not get 
COVID 19. However, it does not prevent transmission 
to others if you are already carrying the COVID-19 
virus. You may be spreading the virus without know- 
ing it if you do not have symptoms. Therefore, it will 
still be necessary to wear a mask and practice social 
distancing even after getting the vaccine. Q: Can I get 
infected from the COVID-19 vaccine? A: No, it is not 
possible to get COVID-19 from vaccines. The Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines use RNA that encodes the 
spike protein of the virus — not the “live” virus itself to 
stimulate immunity. None of the COVID-19 vaccines 


can cause COVID-19. Q: Do I need to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine every year like the flu vaccine? A: It 
is not known yet how often a COVID-19 vaccine will 
have to be administered. Q: Will the COVID-19 vac- 
cine be free? A: Currently, there 1s no cost to get the 
vaccine. Q: How will the vaccine be given? A: Current- 
ly the vaccine will be an injection, the same way flu 
shots are given. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines re- 
quire two injections. The Pfizer vaccine has been au- 
thorized for emergency use and this requires a second 
dose 21 days from the first dose. The Moderna vaccine, 
which is yet to be authorized by the FDA, will require 
a second dose 28 days after the first dose. Q: If I had 
COVID-19, do I still need to get the vaccine? A: Re- 
search is still being conducted on how and if the vac- 
cine should be given to those who have already had the 
virus. Based on available data, the vaccine does not 
harm those who had COVID-19 when given. We do 
know that you should continue following safety guide- 
lines, including wearing a mask and social distancing. 
As reinfection is less likely to happen to those people 
within 90 days of COVID-19, the Pfizer vaccine may 
be given only after 90 days since the diagnosis. Q: Do I 
get to choose which brand of vaccine I receive? A: At 
this time, the Pfizer vaccine is the only choice until an- 
other vaccine has been approved for emergency use by 
the FDA. Eventually, when there are several different 
safe and effective vaccines available, there may be 
choices. Q: Is there a minimum age to receive the vac- 
cine? A: Until recently, vaccine trials did not include 
children under the age of 16. Because of this, the Pfizer 
vaccine 1s only authorized for individuals 16 years and 
older. Pfizer has now included children 12 and older in 
current, ongoing trials. When the results for these trials 
become available in the future, there may be a change 
in vaccine recommendations. Q: How long does it take 
for the vaccine to become effective? A: It usually takes 
a few weeks after receiving the final course of a vaccine 
for the body to mount an effective immune response. 
Q: Will people still have to wear a mask and social dis- 
tance after getting the vaccine? A: Yes. The current 
safety precautions will still be important including 
wearing masks and social distancing. Here are some 
reasons why: As the vaccine rolls out, there will still be 
high levels of infection in our communities. You will 
most likely need two doses of the vaccine 1n order to be 
highly protected. Available data show that only 52% 
respond to one dose of the Pfizer vaccine. Even though 
you have been vaccinated, it is still not 100% effective, 
although close to it. It still unclear how much asymp- 
tomatic infection can be prevented by vaccination and 
thus the ability to transmit the virus if you get infected. 
Q: What was the process of developing the vaccine? A: 
All vaccines go through a similar testing process. Once 
products are created in the laboratory and show evi- 
dence of safety and effectiveness in animal models, 
they may proceed through a progressively escalating 
series of human clinical trials in volunteers. Progress to 
each “phase” of trials depends on success in the previ- 
ous one. Phase I studies are small scale human trials 
designed to assess safety and appropriate dosing. 
Phase II trials are larger human studies that assess 
safety in more depth and laboratory measure of effec- 
tiveness. 

Phase III trials are large clinical studies that seek 
to address safety and efficacy and are generally pla- 
cebo-controlled studies, meaning that some volunteers 
get vaccine and some get a non-vaccine injection. Q: 
What were the length of trials? How long were people 
followed after the vaccination? A: The length of phase 
III vaccine trials, which are the large-scale ones to de- 
termine safety and effectiveness, is based generally on 
reaching enough “endpoints” to show that the virus 1s 
safe and working. The main “endpoint” is the number 
of COVID infections that occur in each group — (vac- 
cine and control) and how the vaccine can prevention 
infection. Q: What are the outcomes of the clinical 
trials? A: The Pfizer clinical trials showed that the vac- 
cine 1s 95% effective in preventing infection. No serious 
adverse events were noted in these trials. Q: What are 
the vaccines made of and how do they work? A: None 
of the COVID-19 vaccines in development in the U.S. 
use the “live” virus that causes COVID-19. Both the 
Pfizer and the Moderna vaccines rely on a new tech- 
nology called mRNA, the synthetic messenger RNA 
(mRNA). While mRNA technology is new, it has been 
studied for more than a decade and the COVID-19 
mRNA vaccines have been carefully tested for safety. 
Not all vaccines work the same way. Most commonly, 
vaccines are made from inactivated viruses or weak- 
ened live viruses. Vaccines use antigens (substances 
that prompt immune responses) to train the immune 
system to identify threats and produce antibodies. The 
COVID-19 vaccines being tested by Pfizer and Mod- 
erna use the mRNA that code proteins using the host 
cells’ own protein-making process to make proteins, 
trigger an immune response and build immunity to 
SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19). For 
more information on Baystate Health, people may vis- 
it baystatehealth.org. 
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pay SHERMAN OIL | Park, Saw shop 
FILTRATION LOGGING - ARBORIST - SAFETY 
174-200-0225 Ensuring Comfort and Service Since 1962 | Shipping Can Be Arranged - Rentals Available 
WE'RE LOCAL! FUEL ¢ SERVICE 24/7 413-544-9027 - 1-800-232-6132 
e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE INSTALLATION e AIR CONDITIONING 1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 


James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 
email: jmorse6207 @yahoo.com 


4 INSURANCE 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


M OULTON Insurance Agency 


Mon.-Fri. 6am-5pm + Sat. 7am-Noon 


508.867.7447 ¢ ShermanOil.com STIL: Husqvarna 
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Fully Insured! 
BUSINESS e AUTO e HOME e LIFE ror Winabiniemoon ovo otiimie, (41 3) 668-6560 
Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff Professional Workmanship Have 
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing Interior & Exterior ¢ Residential & Commercial 













PAPER HANGING @ DRYWALL SERVICE “ ive j - 
‘ Ware Belchertown elena Ris We live in the trees” es %, 
CE 143 West Street 45 N. Main Street ip ftv in Insurance FREE ESTIMATES @® FULLY INSURED 


413-967-3327 413-323-7229 Warren, MA (413) 436-7686 


CALLE YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283. 8393) 
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RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 

















7 


s 4 SOLAR ENERGY 


Solar From Higgins Is Profitable! Renewable! Clean! 
Let Our Solar Experts Take You From Saving To Earning! 


9 SWIMMING POOLS 


108 Main St. (Rt. 32) 
ya S. South Barre 























Residential e Commercial ¢ Industrial 


























Ground Mount ad I. 
Or RCOL oy Stents yen ny 508-882-3913 
Plumbing and Heating, inc A Ped ‘vp HIG SGINS ENER GY ae <i e eS BSS 978-355-6465 
tS 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS sae ae VACATION IN YOUR BACKYARD 


Experts! 140 Worcester Road, Barre, MA 
978-355-6343 


Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; Thurs. 9:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
FAMILY OWNED, SELLING QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR 40 YEARS 


www.higginsenergy.com 


SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU 
CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES 


www.becplumbing.com 


Warren, MA 413-436-0076 Ware, MA 413-967-0076 
10 HOME, YARD, GARAGE 


ERD WICK FARI pp 
CO-OP 
Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA sd 031 


Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools 
In-Ground Liner Replacements ¢ Heaters 
Service ¢ Chemicals & Supplies * Water Testing 










ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE ON 









Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM; Sat 8AM-4PM, Sun 9AM-3PM 


THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 
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BROOKFIELD STURBRIDGE Editorial/Opinion d. 
Lisa Caron to open OSV hosts first Sports 7-8 
Classifieds 9-10 
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BUYING OR SELLING... 
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR a 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 


Giant Storewide Sale 
Hundreds of Deals 


All Appliances on Sale 


Toy Clearance 
Save Up to 70% Off Select Items 


SEE OUR AD INSIDE! 
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 838 AN TO 8 PM 


WHITCO TOY & BIKE wa Es 
12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 508-86 985-93 43 


www.whitcosales.com 
Heel LEI Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-9pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 


20s! R 04 I) 


www. PostRoadRealty.com™ 


REALTY 
NEW LISTING 
38 CENTRAL ST., WEST inadigliee a 2 000 


This 4 family is perfect for an investor or owner occupant. [ 

Located centrally in the historic town of West Brookfield, | = 

it provides ease of access to local shopping, schools and |. = 

major roads. Tenants pay for their own utilities and water. = %\ 

Don’t miss this rare opportunity. Unit 1 in the basement has » eg 

a gas parlor heater and electric heat in 2 bedrooms. The |. «<2 
refrigerator is 1 year old and the water heater is new. Unit }\\~ gees 
2 on the 1st floor has been all redone; new floors, doors, ‘ 
wallboard and wood trim in 4 rooms. Water heater and toilet 

are new and the refrigerator is 4 yrs old. Unit 3 on the 2nd FR -ime 

floor has a new water heater, new wallboard, doors and trim . 
installed 2 yrs ago in 5 rooms. Unit 4 is above the garage, the 
panel walls are dated. Flooring, dishwasher, refrigerator, windows and roof about 13 years old. All 
appliances will be staying in all apartments, i.e., stoves, refrigerators and water heaters. 





Blankets, Gloves... 
and Much More! 

















Follow us on 
Facebook 
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774-200-3523 |] ms| 























Come down & shop ab the store. 


CONCRETE 


| | SOLUTIONS 


199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner 
978-669-0088 
Concretesolutonsonline.com 

* KEYSTONE * BELGARD * IDEAL 


= NEW PRICE REDUCTION! $1 89, 900 


=¥ WARE - Lot’s of potential for this 4 

&) charming 7 room 3 bedroom antique! 
Lot’s of character throughout. Plenty of |) jem 

" space on the first and 2nd floor with 
some recent updates. Plenty of Closets 
and storage space. Lot’s of Built in and unexpected features you 
will Love! Located on a corner lot, minutes from the Quabbin 
Reservoir and the Swift River for great fishing. A large detached 
barn with workshop, garage and carport. 

Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
1-978-434-1990 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


NAPA Full Synthetic 
Motor Oil' 

$15.49/5 Qt $3.19/1 Qt. 
NAPA Platinum 
Synthetic Oil Filters 
NAPA Platinum 
$7.49*/Each 

NAPA High Mileage 
Motor Oil' 

$13.49/5 Qt $2.69/1 Qt. 
NAPA Full Synthetic High 
Mileage Oil 

$16.49/5 Qt $3.39/1 Qt. 
*Some exclusions apply. 
See store. 


NAPA AUTO PARTS: 
WARE*WEST BROOKFIELD 


116 Federal St. 117 West Main St., 
(Rt. 9) Belchertown W. Brookfield 508-867-9947 
413-323-7661 © 323-9296 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3; Sun. 9-2 


Oil Change Special! 


OIL & FILTER 


Century 21 


CENTURY 21 
esti stoem Y21 ® 109 ide we 
3 WINTER ST., ACTON - $414,900 


Garrison Colonial 
Fix and Flip! 
1519 Saft - .52 Acre 
4 Bedroom - 1.5 Bath 
Hardwood Flooring - 
Fireplace 


STEWART & STEWART [Q | | — 4 
413-387-8608 a 175 West St., Ware 


BUYING e SELLING ¢ RELOCATING 413-967-5121 © 967-3184 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com Hours: Mon.-Fil. 8-7, Sal 8-3, Sun. 9-2 


WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
WINTER IS COMING! 
BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND « SAND/SALT MIX 
STOCK UP NOW! 


Construction Stone * Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand 
Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 

98 North Spencer Road, 

Route 31N, Spencer, MA 

508-885-6100 

508-885-2480 
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G | COLDWELL BANKER 


RESIDENTLAL 
BROKERAGE 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Order Your Christmas Dinner 


Instructions available for heating! 


woo we WILL BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY 


Double Smoked Ham 
Jeremy’s own blend of spices smoked onto a delicious 
baked ham. Served with his cheesy potatoes 
and green bean casserole. $25/per person 
Oven Roasted Turkey 
served with house made stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
gravy and green bean casserole. $25/per person 
Prime Rib 
Cooked to rare so you can finish it to your liking. 
Served with Jeremy’s cheesy potatoes and 
green bean casserole. $30/per person 
All come with rolls, butter and dessert. 
3”x 5” ad $110 Please order before 2 pm Monday, December 21, 2020 
AD DEADLINE: in order for us to have them ready for you to 
JANUARY 20 ick up no later than 2pm Wednesday Night. 


2a || £.B. Flatts 


oFFIcE 413.967.3505 

cELL 413.297.5886 
Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 
Breakfast & Lunch Daily e Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 
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We’re promoting the history of local 
businesses in our 


Citablished 
EDITION 


to be published in the 

- Ware River News and Quaboag Current 

All local businesses are invited to showcase themselves to our readers 
—ads will run in order from the oldest to most recently established. 


Advertisers can also submit vintage 
photos for this special section! 
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Whether its been 100 years, 
50 years or just 5 years, 
your business is a vital part 
of our community. 
Don’t miss out on this special issue. 


* AD CHOICES x 
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We Buy And Sell Precious Metals 


Gold, Silver, Rare Coins, Bullion Coins, Precious Metal Bars, 
U.S. & Foreign Currency, All Varieties of Coins 







Always Buying 
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Class Rings, Wedding Bands, 
Gold & Silver, Coins, Sterling Silver, Flatware, 
Proof & Mint Sets, Commeratives and Estates 



















OFT uebels ae eh usm Oreshels 
13 Pleasant Street, Gardner 
978-632-7123 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-2pm 











COME SEE US FOR: 
e Dental Cleanings 
e Orthodontics: 

Braces and Invisalign® 


® Pediatric Dentistry 
® Periodontal! Care 


e Cosmetic Dentistry 
Fillings, Crowns and 
Bridges, Veneers, 
Teeth Whitening 


e Laser Gum Therapy 


e Dental Emergencies e Extractions & Implants 


WE ACCEPT MOST DENTAL INSURANCES! 
508-867-2777 9 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 


www.westbrookfielddental.com 


WEST BROOKFIELD 


LD E N A LL Dr. Derrick Tengco Dr. Bakr Amin Dr. Sam Alkhoury 


General Dentist Pediatric Dentist Orthodontist 





